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Friends-saysgunman showedno-sign-of-troublesbefore W. Orange spreé‘i

But Essex killer spent nine years
in a Georgia mental hospital

By JAY McDANIEL
and KEVIN DILWORTH

The West Oranfe gunman killed
after slaying a child and wounding
three other persons Saturday had not
Qisplayed emotional problems in recent
years, several acquaintances said yes-
terday.

However, authorities investigating
the deadly rampage of Proctor
on Watchung Avenue noted that the 60-
year-old man had been tr‘etateagr
manic ﬁmﬁve 2 -

hmpml in the 1950s.
.‘h West Police Chief Edward
M. Palardy Proctor, 2 Union Coun-
ty College maintenance worker, did not
inform New Jersey officials of his men-

tal health history when he successfully
applied for a State Police firearm iden-

tion card in 1970.

“The identification card entitles
the bearer to purchase ammunition,
rifles and shotguns, but not handguns,”
according to Detective Sst. James Dry-
lie of the West olice Depart-
ment. Proctor used a an unre-

ered .32-caliber revolver, to kill
vory Smith, 9, and critically injure Jo-
shua Valese, 12, and Kareem Davis, 8,
all of Watchung Avenue. He also fired a
number of shots at Orange Police Offi-
cer Thomas Smith, 25, and one bullet
grazed the officer’s forehead.

Drylie said Proctor apparently be-
came enraged after some teenagers
pelted his “prized” 1983 Cadillac with

rocks as he drove by Alden and High
streets in Orange, a few blocks from
his Watchung Avenue apartment.
Proctor drove home, weat into his
second-floor residence, came out with a
silverplated handgun and threat-

e e Ebidre nthe head and fired

on Smith when be arrived at the shoot-
ing scene in a patrol car.

the fire with his Smm
service weapon, Smith shot Proctor
once in the chest and then several more

times as the gunman coatinued to move
toward him with his revolver raised.
Funeral services for lvor{ Smith,
a fourth-grader at the Washington
Street School in West Orange, will be
beld 10 am. tomorrow at the Woody
Home for Services on Oakwood Avenue
in nej ing Orange.
alese, 2 seventhﬁnder at Edison
Junior High School in West Orange, re-
mained in critical but stable condition
yesterday in the pediatric intensive
care unit of the Children’s Hospital of

New Jersey in Newark. Deboran Rizi,
3 tal spokesw

also at Waship Street School, re-
mained In critical condition, uncon-
scious and on 3 tor at University
pit] spokeswoman 1 the younghter
aaslntheneurolnwnﬂvecarey:unln?u
‘ Ogelcu Snt:l“tb.c;ho 't” released
rom the Hospi ter at Orange on
Sunday, is on sick leave, according to
Police Director Charles Cobbertt.

“It was clearly a situation where,
because of stress and A
crossed over that thin line between san-
ity and insanity,” said the Rev. Leoni-
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das B. Y Proctor’s pastor W-the
New Hope Baptist Church irEpst
Proctor joined the church
six years ago, Young said, “he has
pever exhlbifed. in the Jon
e v dpadmu it
was com , copuit-
ted and he was the kind of
who you would trust your chiidren
with,” Young continued. .
“From the 've been able to

The pastor concluded, “Our con-

Rl cern, as a congregation, is for his fam-

ily and even more o for the families of
the other victims who were involved.”

“Since he got back, he’s been
grieving.” said Jacqueline Smith, Proc-
tor’s fiancee, with whom he lived on
Watchung Avenue. “When he was at-
tacked by the boys, it just set him off. 1
don't think at that moment that he real-
l{“saw the children, but something
else.”

Proctor’s daughter. Gayle Proctor
Howard, said, “We're sorry for the fam-
fly of the children—for everyone; That
was pot him. He was not a violent man.
He lov:gseople." .

Family members declined to.dis-
cuss the reports that Proctor had been
hosgita for mental illness. Smith
said in the six years she had known
him, Proctor had never exhibited signs
of mental lnstabmth

Proctor was born in Springvale,
Ga., and lived in West Orange for near-
ly 30 years, family members said. They
said Proctor was a member of the
men’s choir at New Hope Baptist-

Charles Jenkins, a friend-of .the
family, described Proctor as a réligious
man. “He got me involved in the
chureh,” Jenkins said. “It was his fnvi-
tation and counseling that brought me
to the church.”

Jenkins, retired director o} cam-
pus police at Kean College in Union,
said he frequently hunted and fished
with Proctor. .

According to Police Chief Palardy,
Rell and Ralph Proctor, brothers of the

n who live in Somerset and New

ork, respectivelg. told police their

mother, Lillian, placed George in the

Central State Hospital in Milledgeville,
Ga., nearly 28 years ago. .o

When West Orange police cheeked

with officials there, a state mental hos-

ital spokeswoman “indicated that a

e Proctor, age 22 at the time{and

a resident of Atlanta), was admitted on

Aug. 10, 1951, and @y

20, 1960,” for treatment of mamic-de-
pressive psychosis. ST

Yesterday at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford where Proctor had
worked since 1984, co-workers- could
g(ler no explanation for the violentout-

urst. -

“I know he was a nice man.and a
good worker,” said Charles Comegys,
who had spoken with Proctor Friday
evening. “God knows, I don't know.why
he did this.” o

Before Proctor went to work at
the college, be was employed for about
18 years at what was then the Westing-
house Electric plant in Kearny. < -

Relatives said Proctor worked at
the college briefly during a strike at'the
Westinghouse plant. When the-plant
closed in 1984, he took a permadent job
at the college, they said. oo

Acting College President Roy
Smith said there had been no incident
on the job indicating that Proctor*was
unstable. o

k“l ::ll;;ays thought he was.a
worker a cooperative guy.-
wasn't a single thing in his t%.ey,"Snﬁth
said. “He was just one of thosge’
that came to work every day sod did
his job. We never had any problems
with the guy whatsoever.” ;

Nicholas Brandt, a maintenance
foreman at the college, said Proctor
“was a hard-working man. I can't say
anything bad about him.”
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